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Friends of India Point Park Statement  
   On the Waterfront Power Lines 

          8/2/16 

It has come to our attention that National Grid, after a series of closed-door meetings, is 

proposing to leave the high-voltage power lines on the Providence-East Providence waterfront entirely 

overhead. The company wants to re-align only a small portion of the wires: i.e., move the wires on the 

India Point Park soccer field to the Washington Bridge linear park over the Seekonk River, leaving 

them all overhead. 

 

This backroom deal, orchestrated by our so-called “public” utility company, betrays 14 years 

of good faith coordinated efforts to resolve this issue. It would impose these unsightly wires on the 

popular new, $20 million linear park and would very likely dramatically increase their prominence for 

hundreds of thousands of drivers on I-195. The proposal masquerades as an improvement, but in fact 

represents a victory for National Grid and a defeat for the public interest.  

 

Leaving the wires permanently overhead would perpetuate for the next 100 years the blight 

they inflict on the Providence waterfront, reducing its value as an economic, civic, and scenic asset 

and ignoring the strong support over many years of a broad spectrum of civic and political leaders, as 

well as 2,100 petition signers, for burying these wires. 

 

  Investor-owned utilities in other states have collaborated with government officials for decades 

to enhance economic development and improve important civic areas by burying conspicuous power 

lines. California’s extensive program is more than 40 years old. At least two other states (Colorado 

and South Carolina) also have substantial programs to bury selected overhead wires, and at least two 

other jurisdictions (Virginia and DC) are instituting such programs.  

 

Why does National Grid continue to adamantly oppose this opportunity to be a partner in 

improving the area it serves? We call on National Grid, a profitable international corporation, to adopt 

a broader view of its own self-interest, do better for Rhode Island, and thereby live up to its motto, 

“Here with you. Here for you.” 

  

We have long advocated burying the waterfront wires under the Providence and Seekonk 

Rivers and on the land in between them, but are open to an alternative that would dramatically reduce 

their visual impact, while avoiding the cost of burial under the rivers. We believe that a feasibility 

study and cost estimate for placing them under or alongside the bridges over those rivers and burying 

them on the land in between is the logical next step.  

 

National Grid’s proposal fails to recognize longstanding public support for burial and the 

critical importance of investing in this long-term infrastructure improvement, which will enhance the 

state’s unique, scenic asset of the head of Narragansett Bay at the gateway to the Capital Region, will 

bolster the area’s potential for tourism and other economic development, and will improve its quality 

of life. 

 

 We urge National Grid and all those who are in a position to make this decision to bring about 

an outcome that present and future generations of Rhode Islanders and visitors will recognize as being 

forward-thinking and truly in the public interest.             

Endorsers of this statement are listed on page 2. 
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This statement has been endorsed by: 
 

Friends of India Point Park Steering Committee, Marjorie Powning and David Riley, Co-Chairs 
 

Government Officials (current and former) 

Wendy Nilsson, Superintendent of Providence Parks 

Patrick Lynch, former RI Attorney General 

Terence Tierney, former Assistant RI Attorney General 

Providence City Council: 

Seth Yurdin, Councilman from Fox Point & Downtown 

Forner Councilman Richard Worrell, from Fox Pt; longtime environmental advocate 

RI State Legislators: 

 Sen. Gayle Goldin, District 3, Providence (East Side) 

 Rep. Edith Ajello, District 1, Providence (College Hill, Blackstone, Smith Hill) 

 Rep. Chris Blazejewski, District 2, Providence (Fox Point, Wayland Square, Downtown) 

 Aaron Regunberg, District 4, Providence (Summit, Blackstone, Mount Hope) 

Former Sen. & Rep. Paul Moura, represented Providence and East Providence; current  

member of East Providence Waterfront District Commission  

Former Sen. Rhoda Perry, represented Providence (East Side) 

 

Business Leaders 
Benjamin Ben Tre, Roosevelt International Academy (former Tockwotton Home), Managing Partner          

Buff Chace, Cornish Associates, Managing Partner 

David Dadekian, Eat Drink RI, President; developer of proposal for Central Market at Shooters site 

Kimberly Greene, TPG Hotels & Resorts, a Procaccianti Company (Owner/Operators of the new  

Hilton Garden Inn Providence, Renaissance Providence, and Hilton Providence), Regional 

Vice President of Operations, 

Sally Lapides, Residential Properties, President 

TJ McNulty, RI Seafood Festival, Founder 

Vincent Scorziello, Wickenden Area Merchants Association, President 
 

Civic Leaders 
Jerry Elmer, Conservation Law Foundation, Senior Attorney 

Molly Henry, East Coast Greenway, New England Regional Coordinator, 

Alex Krogh-Grabble, RI Bicycle Coalition, Executive Director, 

Kari Lang, West Broadway Neighborhood Association, Executive Director 

Rich Pezzillo, Downtown Neighborhood Association, Organizer 

Brent Runyon, Providence Preservation Society, Executive Director 

Michael Sabitoni, RI Building and Construction Trades Council, President 

Arthur Salisbury, Jewelry District Association, President 

Daisy Schnepel, Fox Point Neighborhood Association, Vice President 

Save the Bay sent this statement of support on 7/27/17:  Save The Bay supports burying waterfront power  

lines along India Point Park in Providence to enhance public access and improve visual aesthetics in 

Providence’s most heavily used waterfront park.  We applaud the advocacy efforts of the Friends of 

India Point Park (FIPP) on this issue and urge National Grid to heed the FIPP’s request to place the 

power lines under or alongside the Interstate 195 bridge over the Seekonk and bury the power lines on 

land between the Seekonk and Providence Rivers.  There is no question that this strategic infrastructure 

investment will dramatically enhance India Point Park, improve the area’s tourism potential, benefit 

city residents, support higher property values, and improve the waterfront for generations to come. 

Barry Schiller, longtime transportation activist 

Peggy and Henry Sharpe, longtime environmental advocates 

 


